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MAZI at a glance
• MAZI means “together” in Greek and it is developing a 

toolkit for building local, community wireless networks: 
MAZI Zones

• MAZI uses an alternative technology called Do-It-
Yourself networking

• MAZI is based on open hardware, supports open data and 
open innovation



MAZI methodology



DIY Networking
} ownership and control of the infrastructure and the whole 

design process;
} de facto physical proximity of those connected without the 

need for disclosing private location information, such as GPS 
coordinates, to third parties;

} easy and inclusive access through the use of a local captive 
portal launched automatically when one joins the network;

} independence from network providers and big tech companies
} opportunity to interact privately within a local network, and 

the option of anonymity;
} materiality of the network itself;
} a new mode of communication that can attract curiosity and 

interest.



MAZI toolkit
MAZI, which can be available to other CAPS communities, 
includes:
} installation scripts and open hardware options for covering a 

target area with a DIY network
} web applications adapted to address the needs of location-

based exchanges and interactions and to be easily customized 
according to the context

} Ideas and blueprints of the design of physical artefacts that 
could complement the deployed network.

} A rich set of guidelines for the customization of the 
functionality offered by the different toolkit offerings.

} MAZI calls a concrete instantiation of the toolkit, the deployed 
network infrastructure with a selected set of services and 
application the MAZI Zone



The MAZI zone

} MAZI zone is a concrete instantiation of the toolkit, 
the deployed network infrastructure with a selected set 
of services and applications.



Berlin

o Prinzessinnengarten:
Berlin’s urban garden and neighborhood academy



London

SLACKTIVIST

o CreekNet Deptford’s network of local 
communities



Zurich

o Kraftwerk1 & NeNa1 Zurich’s cooperative 
housing and living projects



Kokkinopilos, Greece

o Nomadic group, the unMonastery



Progress vs objectives
} Develop a DIY networking toolkit for the easy construction 

and deployment of a MAZI zone: one or more wireless access 
points hosting a web application as a captive portal, including 
optionally a physical container and visual representation 
including input and output devices, a data collection and 
analysis platform. 



Progress vs objectives

} Design and develop pilot experiments in close collaboration with 
local actors and communities, bringing together researchers from 
different disciplines, practitioners, activists, and citizens toward 
increasing the collective awareness in localities and the 
enrichment of MAZI toolkit through real-life experimentation



Progress vs objectives

} Facilitate interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary interactions 
around MAZI toolkit and important questions around the 
role of ICTs in everyday life 



Progress vs objectives

} Become part of a wider community that promotes and 
studies the use of DIY Networking as the main 
infrastructure for location-based collective awareness 
applications, including those offered by MAZI toolkit. 



} More details will follow in the next presentations and 
demos


